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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 17-19 and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Law [US 5,768,696] in view of Blaustein et al. [US 6,31 1,837; Blaustein]. 

Regarding claims 17-19 and 21-23: Law discloses an infant monitor receiver 

comprising: 

-a display portion for producing a visual display (54) which corresponding to a monitored 
sound level and sequentially illuminated the number of lights in response to sound level [see Fig. 
5, col. 5, lines 5-13], Law does not specifically disclose a visual display switch for activating the 
visual display in the absence of a monitored sound level. Since, the purpose of the visual display 
switch for activating the display in the absence of sound level is a manner of testing the display 
illumination, when the switch is activated, thus, Blaustein teaches a device 12 which comprises a 
switch 16 that can be temporarily energized the toothbrush in the manner of testing the product, 
e.g. (try-me) [see Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 33-41]. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention, to employ a (try-me) switch as suggested by 
Blaustein into the device of Law, for the benefit of user is being able to test the device prior to 
purchase or use it. 
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Regarding claims 24-26: The claimed method steps are interpreted and rejected as 
rejection stated above. 

3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Law in view of 
Blaustein et al, and further in view of Suzuki et al. [US 5,949,346; Suzuki]. 

Regarding claim 20: Law and Blaustein disclose all the limitations as described 
above, except for not specifically teach that the light sources are arranged in a radial pattern. 
Suzuki teaches a light display device comprises a plurality of elongated light transmitting 
portions, arranged in a radial pattern and each associated only one of the light sources at its first 
end [as shown in Figs. 4, 27, 43-44, 47, 51 and 54], wherein the display is displaying light 
sources corresponding to the level of speed signal. It would have been obvious of one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention, to have a radial pattern display 
arrangement as taught by Suzuki into the display of Law, in order to provide more light and easy 
to view the light intensity level. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Law 
[US 5,768,696] in view of Suzuki et al. [US 5,949,346; Suzuki]. 

Regarding claims 1-3 and 5-6: Law discloses a light display apparatus for an infant 
monitor receiver or transmitter, the light display apparatus comprising: 

-a plurality of individual light sources (54) are adapted to be sequentially illuminated in 
response to an audio signal, which corresponding to a monitored sound level [see Fig. 5, col. 5, 
lines 5-13], Law does not disclose a plurality of elongated light transmitting portions are 
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arranged in a radial pattern, which each of the light including a first end, a second end and being 
associated with only one of the light sources at its first end. Suzuki teaches a light display 
device comprises a plurality of elongated light transmitting portions, arranged in a radial pattern 
and each associated only one of the light sources at its first end [as shown in Figs. 4, 27, 43-44, 
47, 51 and 54], wherein the display is displaying light sources corresponding to the level of 
speed signal. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
claimed invention, to have a radial pattern display arrangement as taught by Suzuki into the 
display of Law, in order to provide more light and easy to view the light intensity level. 

Regarding claim 4: Law and Suzuki disclose all the limitations as described above, 
Suzuki further teaches the elongated light transmitting portions are curvilinear in shape [as 
shown in Fig. 43]. 

5. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Law in view 
of Suzuki et al., and further in view of Blaustein et al. [US 6,31 1,837; Blaustein]. 

Regarding claim 7: Law and Suzuki disclose all the limitations as described above, 
except for not specifically teach a visual display switch for activating the visual display in the 
absence of an audio signal. Since, the purpose of the visual display switch for activating the 
display in the absence of an audio signal is a manner of testing the display illumination when the 
switch is activated, thus, Blaustein teaches a device 12 which comprises a switch 16 that can be 
temporarily energized the toothbrush in the manner of testing the product, e.g. (try-me) [see Fig. 
1, col. 4, lines 33-41]. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the claimed invention, to employ a (try-me) switch as suggested by Blaustein into the 
device of Law, for the benefit of user is able to test the device prior to purchase. 
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Regarding claims 8-9: Refer to the consideration of claim 1 above. 

6. Claims 10-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Law 
in view of Suzuki et al., and further in view of Takase et al. [US 2003/0162558; Takase]. 

Regarding claims 10-14 and 16: Law discloses a light display apparatus for an infant 
monitor receiver or transmitter which includes an antenna (46) mounted to an external portion of 
a housing, the light display apparatus comprising: 

-at least one light sources (54) are adapted to be sequentially illuminated in response to 
an audio signal, which corresponding to a monitored sound level [see Fig. 5, col 5, lines 5-13], 
Law does not disclose at least one elongated light transmitting portions, which each of the light 
including a first end, a second end and being associated with only one of the light sources at its 
first end. Suzuki teaches a light display device comprises a plurality of elongated light 
transmitting portions, arranged in a radial pattern and each associated only one of the light 
sources at its first end [as shown in Figs. 4, 27, 43-44, 47, 51 and 54], wherein the display is 
displaying light sources corresponding to the level of speed signal. It would have been obvious 
of one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention, to have a radial 
pattern display arrangement as taught by Suzuki into the display of Law, in order to provide 
more light and easy to view the light intensity level. 

Law and Suzuki are not specifically teach that the elongated light transmitting portion 
mounted to part of the antenna, Takase teaches a wireless communication device comprises a 
light emitting antenna [see Fig. 1A-1B and If 0012]. It would have been obvious of one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention, to mount the light display on the 
antenna as taught by Takase, for the purpose of fashion reference design. 

7. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Law, Suzuki et 
al., in view of Takase et al. and further in view of Blaustein et al. [US 6,31 1,837; Blaustein]. 

Regarding claim 15: Law, Suzuki and Takase disclose all the limitations as described 
above, except for not specifically teach a visual display switch for activating the visual display in 
the absence of an audio signal. Since, the purpose of the visual display switch for activating the 
display in the absence of an audio signal is a manner of testing the display illumination when the 
switch is activated, thus, Blaustein teaches a device 12 which comprises a switch 16 that can be 
temporarily energized the toothbrush in the manner of testing the product, e.g. (try-me) [see Fig. 
1, col. 4, lines 33-41]. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the claimed invention, to employ a (try-me) switch as suggested by Blaustein into the 
device of the combination above, for the benefit that user is able to test the device prior to 
purchase. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Speeth et al. [US 3,480,912], Knoedler et al. [US 5,210,532], Cuijpers et al. [US 
6,462,664], Fernandez et al. [US 6,135,606] and Landa [US 2003/023 1778]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son M. Tang whose telephone number is (571)272-2962. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 4/9 First Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571)272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Son Tang 




